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In 2026, France will host the G7 Summit. The Group of Seven was founded in 1975, in the midst
of a major economic crisis. Its objective was not only to coordinate policies among advanced
economies, but also to uphold common values such as free trade, multilateralism, and

international cooperation.

Today, the international system stands at a turning point. The post-1945 world order is
increasingly challenged—Dby the rise of revisionist powers such as China and Russia, by a U.S.
President less committed to defending liberal principles and multilateral institutions, by the
growing voice of the Global South, and by waves of populist movements that push leaders

toward unilateral, nationalist, and protectionist policies.
The core beliefs that underpin the liberal world order are now under strain:

— that law should prevail over force;

— that multilateralism, embodied by the United Nations, can be both legitimate and
effective;

— that free trade brings prosperity and encourages political openness;

— and that interdependence reduces the risk of conflict.

In this context, the 2026 G7 Summit in France will be of crucial importance. As a democratic
country that consistently defends multilateralism and liberal norms—and as the only Asian
nation represented—Japan stands as a key player in this meeting. It is likely to play a pivotal
role in promoting shared norms and ensuring coordination between major global actors, such

as the United States and the European Union, while also reaching out to the Global South.

By working together—France, Japan, and other like-minded partners—we can help preserve a
global order where law prevails over force, where sovereignty is respected, and where both

small and large states can prosper.



| am deeply humbled to receive the Nakasone Yasuhiro Award today, especially as it is named
after the late Prime Minister Nakasone, who played a key role in broadening Japan’s foreign
policy and shaping a strategic vision for its diplomacy and defense policy.

Reflecting on this, | will continue to do my utmost to support a stronger partnership between

our countries.
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