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00000000000000000000000000000000 WiredO magazineDOOODOOOOOOO
00”Wired is a full-color monthly magazine and on-line periodical published in San Francisco, California
since March 1993. It reports on how technology affects culture, the economy, and politics.

Its editorial stance was originally inspired by the ideas of Canadian media theorist Marshall McLuhan,
credited as the magazine’s ” patron saint” in early colophons. Wired has both been admired and disliked
for its strong libertarian principles, its enthusiastic embrace of techno-utopianism, and its sometimes
experimental layout with its bold use of fluorescent and metallic inks.

From 1998 to 2006, the magazine and Wired News, which publishes at Wired.com, had separate owners.
Throughout that time, however, Wired News remained responsible for reprinting Wired magazine’s
content online due to a business agreement made when Conde Nast Publications purchased the magazine,
but not the website. In July 2006, Conde Nast announced an agreement to buy Wired News for $25
million, reuniting the magazine with its website.”

*6 http://www.longtail.com/
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Chart Rhapsody’s monthly statistics and you get a "power law” demand curve that
looksmuch like any record store’s, with huge appeal for the top tracks, tailing off quickly
for less popular ones. But a really interesting thing happens once you dig below the top
40,000 tracks, which is about the amount of the fluid inventory (the albums carried that
will eventually be sold) of the average real-world record store. Here, the Wal-Marts of
the world go to zero - either they don’t carry any more CDs, or the few potential local
takers for such fringy fare never find it or never even enter the store.

The Rhapsody demand, however, keeps going. Not only is every one of Rhapsody’s top
100,000 tracks streamed at least once each month, the same is true for its top 200,000,
top 300,000, and top 400,000. As fast as Rhapsody adds tracks to its library, those songs
find an audience, even if it’s just a few people a month, somewhere in the country.
This is the Long Tail. [4]
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What’s really amazing about the Long Tail is the sheer size of it. Combine enough
non-hits on the Long Tail and you’ve got a market potentially as big as the hits. Take
books: The average Barnes & Noble carries 130,000 titles. Yet a quarter of Amazon’s
book sales already come from outside its top 130,000 titles. Consider the implication:
If the Amazon statistics are any guide, the market for books that are not even sold
in the average bookstore is at least third as large as the market for those that are
(see “ Anatomy of the Long Tail” ). And that’s a growing fraction. The potential
book market may be half again as big as it appears to be, if only we can get over the

economics of scarcity.[4]
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